PERFINS of Great Britain. ——— — — —- Queen Elizabeth II 


Decimal Commemoratives (Large Format) - the First Five Years. 


The issue of G.B. commemoratives continued apace after decimalization on 15" February 1971. 
However, the use of Perfins by both commercial companies and public bodies was rapidly 
decreasing, resulting in less and less Perfins to be found on any issue, let alone the infrequently 
used commemoratives. 


As at 1" January 2019 only 208 different Perfin dies are known on the large format QEII 
decimal commemoratives. Note that dedicated listings have been produced for the 150" 
Anniversary of the 1d Black, and the 2000 Millennium stamp, the rest can be found here. 


It's true to say that most decimal commemorative sets have not yet been reported with a Perfin, 
and those that have usually involve isolated examples. Brief details of the Perfins involved 
appear in a table underneath the illustrations. 


The most prolific user of decimal commemoratives was the County Borough 
of South Shields who perforated postage stamps on a hand machine kept in 
the Borough Treasurer's department. The machine was fitted with a 2x2 
multiheaded die with the initials *S.S/C" (S6490.01M), so two patterns will 
usually be seen on large format stamps. 


The Owl and the Pussy-cat went to sea 
In a beautiful pea-green boat, 
IOWAAD LEAR © 1-0 





Faraday - Electricity 


No less than fifty-two different decimal commemorative stamps are known with *S.S/C", the 
latest being the 18p ‘By Train’ from the ‘Transport and Mail Services in the 1930’s’ issue (10" 
May 1988), the 19p ‘The Owl and the Pussy-cat’ from the ‘Death Centenary of Edward Lear’ 
issue (6" September 1988), and the 22p ‘Michael Faraday’ from the ‘Scientific Achievements’ 
issue (5" March 1991). The Corporation ceased using Perfins shortly afterwards. 





If the Millennium 2000 stamp and ‘Personal’ Perfins are excluded from the analysis, the most 
recent decimal commemorative known with a Perfin are the 20p ‘Supermarine Spitfire MK ITA’ 
and the 26p ‘Avro Lancaster Mk I from the “British Aircraft Designers’ issue (J 0" June 1997), 
both on “SC” (81210.04M), used by the Metropolitan Borough Council of Salford. 
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Thirty-four commemorative sets were issued between the start of 1971 and the end of 1975, 
involving 115 stamps, only 61 of which are known with Perfins. In short, almost half of the 
'early' decimal commemoratives are not known with a Perfin, and four sets are unrepresented! 


Figures correct to 1” January 2019. 


Decimal Commemorative sets from 1971-1975. 


1971/01 Ulster ‘71’ Paintings, issued 16" June 1971. (SG881-883]. 
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| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 3p | Tp] 9p 
| | |i] ofo 
1|T511002| TWL [1957-1975] Thomas William Lench Ltd, Birmingham. | 3p| — | — 














1971/02 Literary Anniversaries, issued 28" July 1971. (SG884-886]. 


























| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 3p | 5p | 7p 

| | | | [T ww. 
1 | C5520.01M | C/of/A |1915-1982 | Commonwealth of Australia, London WC2. 3p --- --- 
2 1935-1985 Darlington Corporation. | -— | --- 
3 1915-1975 Two possible users. | 3p| —| --- 
4 1920-1975 Freemans Ltd, London SW11. E GENERE 
5 1950-1990| — Twopossibeusers. | 3p| — | — 
6 905-1974] Todmorden BC, Yorks. — | p| — [ — 
7 9301975] Lont Bros Lid, Stourbridge. | 3p | — [ = 
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1971/03 British Anniversaries, issued 25" August 1971. (SG887-889}. 


BRITISH LEGION 


D "Anniversary 1900"Anniversary 











| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 3p | Tp | 9p 




















B0230.04 BASS |1905-1990| Bass, Ratcliff & Gretton Ltd, Burton-on-Trent. --- 


1 

2 |B1110.05M 1900-1995 Burnley Corporation, Burnley, Yorks. ESSEN 
3 | B5820.01 1954-1980| Bridgend Paper Mills Ltd, Bridgend, Glam. | 3p| — | 
4 |E4360.01M | ES/L". |1920-1980 E Robertson & Co, Bradford, Yorks. | 3p| — | 
5 
6 





oroo] TC _[1005-1974[ Todmorden BC, Yorkshire 3p| — 


WO014. 08M W 1945-1980 W D & H O Wills, Ciparetts Mfrs, Bristol. 3p --- 
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| Cat No | Letters] In use | User | 3p | 5p | Tp | 9p 








| | | | [4| 1| aja 

















A2220.01 A.F. /|1936-1980| Appleby-Frodingham Steel Co Ltd, Scunthorpe.| 3p | --- --- --- 
BPM [1954-1980| Bridgend Paper Mills Lid, Bridgend, | 3p| —| — | — 
CI2SO02M[ CC/C [1903-1980] Carron Co, Ironfounders, Carron, Nr Falkirk | 3p| —| — | — 
D:50oIM| DL. [91$97| ^ Dommnlong&Cold. —— | 3| —| — | — 
EA36001M| ES/LT. [1920-1980] E Robertson & Co, Bradford, Yorks, | —| Sp[ — | — 
$2630.01 | SEP//S [1964-1984] Security Endorsement & Perfin Society of GB.| —| —| — | 9p 
S$6440.10M| S&S ]1957-1975| Shaw & Son Ltd, Law Printers, London EC4. --- --- | 7⁄2p| --- 
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1971/05 Christmas (1971), issued 13" October 1971. {SG894-896}. 











| Cat No | Letters | In use | User 











| | | | | s| 8 | 2 














D2730.01M L. 3 


3 


L2290.01a | LF/O [|1915-1972| Ø Law Fire Insurance Society Ltd, London WC2.| --- | 3p | 
P1020.02M 1915-1985 | — Price's Patent Candle Co Ltd, Battersea - SW. | 2%p| — | 
S0590.01f | SB/C |19651975| ^ Useruntnown. |= | 3p. 





17| W8105.01 | W.W/L |1952-1975 Wilkinson & Warburton Ltd, Leeds. 2Vpp| --- --- 
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1972/01 British Polar Explorers, issued 16" February 1972. {SG897-900}. 
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Martin Frobisher 1535 
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| Cat No | Letters | In use | 








| | | | HAC 

































| Cat No | Letters | In use | User 


| | | | 
B1110.12M 1905-1974 Birkenhead Corporation. 
[D0S8000 | D.C. [I935-I985| Darlington Corporation. — | 3p | — | 
[F001201M | F |1920-1975| — Freemans Ltd, Mail Order Co, London SW. | 3p | — | 
| R0017.01 | R — |1975-1990| Ron Harris, Bury St Edmunds - see notebelow!| 3p | — | 
[5263001 [SEP/JS [1964-1984] Security Endorsement & Perfin Society of GB. | — | — | 


S6490.01M 1926-1990 South Shields County Borough. 









































Note! 


The large, 17-pin “R” Perfin catalogued as R0017.01, seems to have been used ‘retrospectively’ on a good 
many stamps. Stamps often have Bury St Edmunds postmarks, although Mersea, (Colchest)er, and London 
have also been reported. Ron Harris used this as his ‘personal’ Perfin until his death in 1990. The latest 
known dated example is for 1" November 1986. 
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1972/03 British Architecture (Village Churches), issued 21“ June 1972. {SG904-908}. 
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| Cat No | Letters] In use | User 














B5820.01 







2 
3 56490. 01M mE 





[93- 1990 South Shields County Boroüsit- 
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1972/04 Broadcasting Anniversaries, issued 13" September 1972. (SG909-912]. 


BBC 1922/1972 BBC e T 











| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 3p | 5p | 7p | 9p 








| | | | L3]: 4.9]. 3 














D0580.01 D.C. 1935-1985 Darlington Corporation. --- 5p --- --- 


1 
2 D H Evans & Co Ltd, London W1. 

3 Thomas Firth & John Brown Ltd, Sheffield. 

4 J S Fry & Sons Ltd, Chocolate Mfrs, Bristol. 

5 Owen Owen Ltd, Liverpool. | 3p | — | 
6 Security Endorsement & Perfin Society. | 3p | — | 
7 


T0220.01 T/A/N | 1960-1977 Thompson Newspapers South Africa ... --- 5p --- --- 






































| Cat No | Letters | In use | User 
| | | | 
1 |B1110.12M 1905-1974 Birkenhead Corporation. 
2 [B1200.01M | BC/BC |1960-1985| — Bury County Borough Corporation — 2p  — | 
3 |CO01104M| C — |1890-1975| Newcastle Chronicle Ltd, Newcastle-upon-Tyne| — | 3p | 
4 | poss0.0r | D.C. [19351985] Darlington Corporation. —— [2p | — | 
s | s0ss001F | Spic [19651975] — —  Usrwhmom. | ‘|p | 
6 | S263001 [ SEP/JS |964-984| Security Endorsement & Perfin Society. — | 2p | — | 
7 |S6490.0M | S.S/C | 1926-1990 South Shields County Borough. 2Vpp | --- --- 
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1972/06 Royal Silver Wedding, issued 20" November 1972. (SG916-917]. 
































| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 3p | 20p 

| [1 | bat 
1 |C0020.01M C/.. 1965-date Personal Perfin. 3p --- 
2 = 
s [morn | u [ioris] Multiple users. | — |2 
4 SEP//S m 
5 |U1170.01M U.L 1903-1996 University of London, London WC1. 3p 
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1973/01 Britain's Entry into European Communities, issued 3" Jan 1973. {SG919-921}. 













| Cat No | Letters | In use | User 
D0770.03M | DC/L |1965-1990 Durham County Library. 3p --- 
P3500.04 | P&O/C°. | 1945-1977| Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Co. | — | ---_| 


S6490.01M | S.S/C | 1926-1990 South Shields County Borough. | 3p | — | 
T4970.01 1915-1985 Tunbridge Wells BC. 3p --- 


















































Issue not known with a Perfin! 








| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 9p 


| | | | | o 
1 | | | | [se 
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1973/03 British Explorers, issued 18" April 1973. {SG923-927}. 


mgstone 1313 1973 
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Henty Stanley 1641-1904 


1 Frances Orai c. 1541. 1596 
Ue | 











Cat No | Letters | In use | User 























1 | M5850.01 | MV/C". 








1895-1975 | Midland Vinegar Co Ltd. 














1973/04 County Cricket (1873-1973), issued 16" May 1973. {SG928-930}. 


























| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 3p | Tp | 9p 

| | | |2 |oo 

1 | B5620.05 B.P. c1973 User unknown. 3p --- --- 
2 |00360.02M OC 1930-1995 | Oxford City & County Borough.| 3p 
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1973/05 British Paintings, issued 4" J uly 1973. {SG931-934}. 








| Cat No | Letters | In use | 




















B1200.01M | BC/BC 








NIGO JONES 1573-1652 G 


L N 


COURT MASQUE COSTUMES 


ihsop. 


architect /designer 


z Ju 


ST PAULS COVENT GARDE 


INIGO JONES 1573-1652 


è 


INIGO JONES 1573-165: 


1oufftsap/312o1rqoav 


mp 


i architect /designer 
eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 


i 
INCES LODGING NEWMARKET ) COURT MASQUE STAGE SCEN! 


a 











| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 3p | 3p | 5p | 5p 

| L _ | 2l or 
1 | D0580.01 D.C. 1935-1985 Darlington Corporation. --- 3p --- --- 
2 [|I51001M | m  |1935-1985| Ilford Ltd, ford Essex. | — | — | — | 5p 
3 [M5860.01M| M.V/C". [1895-1975 | — Midland Vinegar Co Ltd. | — | 3p | — | — 
4 
5 

















$6490.00M | S.S/C | 1926-1990] South Shields County Borough.| 3p --- --- --- 
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1973/07 19 Commonwealth Parliamentary Conference, issued 12" Sep 1973. 
{SG939-940}. 























| User | 8p | 10p 
| |1 1 
1 |R1110.01M | RC?/Y |1937-1985 Rowntree & Co Ltd, York --- 10p 


















































| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 3I⁄2p | 20p 
| | | | [3-4 
1 |C7140.01M | CS/L/SA | 1920-1975 
2 
3 | PO210.01M | PAL/L |1910-1980 The Provident Association of ... 3⁄2p | --- 
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1973/09 Christmas (1973), issued 28" November 1973. {SG943-948}. 











Letters 











| Cat No In use - User 








| | a | BWSCHBCNECNECNIE: 
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1974/01 British Trees (2™ Issue), issued 27" February 1974. {SG949}. 





Issue not known with a Perfin! 








| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 10p 
| | | | 


1 | | | | 
































1974/02 Bicentenary of the Fire Prevention (Metropolis) Act, issued 24" April 1974 
{SG950-953}. 














| Cat No | Letters | In use | User 
| | | | 



































© The Perfin Society 


PERFINS of Great Britain. Queen Elizabeth II 


1974/03 Centenary of Universal Postal Union, issued 12" June 1974. {SG954-957}. 


Universal Postal Union 1874/1974 


Universal Postal Union 1874/1974 


p 
8 Airmail blue van and postbox 1930 











| Cat No | Letters | In use | 


User 














B5820.01 BP/M 








W8105.01 | W.W/L 


1954-1980 


1952-1975 


Bridgend Paper Mills Ltd, Bridgend. 


University of London, London WC1. 
Wilkinson & Warburton Ltd, Leeds. 


1 
[2|Fo020IM | F |19201975] Freemans Lid, London SW. — | 
[3 [risio.01m | IL  [I93-198| Tford Lid, ford Essex. — | 39 
[4 | 5263001 | SEPS [1964-1984 | Security Endorsement & Perfin Society. 3i | Sp | 
[5 [Séi900IM | SSI 1926-1990] Sou Shields County Borough. | 
6 [Unom 
7 
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1974/04 Medieval Warriors, issued 10" July 1974. {SG958-961}. 











| Cat No | Letters | In use | 


User 














HS 


1974-1990 


Surrey AHA, Farnborough. 





1964-1984 





1 
2| R0017.01 | R [1975-1990 Ron Harris, Bury St Edmunds. 4p 
3 ] 
4 








Security Endorsement & Perfin Society. 














User 


| Cat No | Letters | In use | 














C001 1.04M 1890-1975 Newcastle Chronicle Ltd. 


C1250.02M | CC/C | 1903-1980] Carron Co, Ironfounders, Carron, Falkirk.| 4/2p 


1 

2 l ; 

3 | 00360.02M 1930-1995 Oxford City & County Borough. 412p 
4 . 

5 





S2630.01 | SEP//S | 1964-1984] Security Endorsement & Perfin Society. | 4⁄2p | 512p 


U1170.01M U.L 1903-1996 














University of London, London WC1. 
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1974/06 Christmas (1974), issued 27" November 1974. {SG966-969}. 





























| User | 3p | 4p | 8p | 10p 
| 3 |10 | o | 2 
B3300.01 BH/C /|1957-1975 Burnley & District HMC. 3Yap | --- --- --- 


10 Leicester City Transport. 

n 
12 
13 


14 |W2940.01M| W/G | 1935-1985 The Western Gazette Co Ltd. --- | 4Y%p | --- --- 
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1975/01 Health and Handicap Funds, issued SPAM anuary 1975. {SG970}. 





Issue not known with a Perfin! 








| Cat No | Letters | In use | User [4p + 1p 
| | | | | 0 


1 | | | | | 
































1975/02. Birth Centenary of J M W Turner, issued 19" February 1975. {SG971-974}. 





Issue not known with a Perfin! 








| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 4p | Svp | 8p | 10p 
| | | | [oe[ojog]o 


r [1 ——31 [TT 
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1975/03 European Architectural Heritage Year, issued 23" April 1975. {SG975-979}. 











| Cat No | Letters | In use | 









































| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 7p | 8p | 10p | 12p 
| | l1leoe]o]|o 
1945-1977] P & O Steam Navigation Co.| 7p | — | — | — 


























1 | P3500.04 | P&O/C". 











© The Perfin Society 


PERFINS of Great Britain. Queen Elizabeth II 


1975/05 150" Anniversary of Public Railways, issued 13" August 1975. {SG984-987} 


Stephensons Locomotion 
vi ) 


/ 


1825 Stockton and Darlington Railway 


1876 North British Railway Drummond 


Caerphilly Castle I yp High-Speed Train 19” 


ET 
3 rT. 


1923 Great Western Railway Castle Class 





1975 British Rail Inter-City Service HST 








| Cat No | Letters | In use | 


P0210.01M| PAL/L | 1910-1980 


User 














wr] 











11510. 01M IL 1935-1985 Ilford Ltd, Ilford, Essex. 









































| Cat No | Letters | In use | User | 12p 
| | | | = 
1 | W0014.08M | W | 1945-1980 | WD & HO Wills, Bristol. | 12p 
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1975/07 Birth Centenary of Jane Austen, issued 22" October 1975. {SG989-992}. 





jane Austen 1773-1857 Emma @ Mi Woodhouse | 
(ary Mary and Henry Cranford | 








jo Austen 1775 








ed 


Queen Elizabeth II 














| Cat No | Letters | In use | User 

















B5820.01 
I1510.01M 


BP/M /1954-1980| Bridgend Paper Mills Ltd, Glam. 
1935-1985 Ilford Ltd, Ilford, Essex. 






































| Cat No | Letters | In use | 











[3 |2 [50.1 








G1540.01M 


H0012.11 1918-198 Multiple users. 6¥2p 





0 
P0210.01M| PAL/L |1910-1980] The Provident Association of ...| --- | 8%p 








S6490.01M| S.S/C 
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